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The Keita family and its political role in West Africa

Dr. Zahraa Yousef Ismail Ibrahim

University of Baghdad / College of Arts

Abstract

he Keita dynasty is considered one of the most famous ruling families

in the western Sudan region. It belongs to the family of King Musa
(Mansa Musa) the Malian, who ruled Mali at the beginning of the 7th/13th
century AH/CE. He is famously known in Arabic sources as "Barman-
dana", and he was the first of them to convert to Islam after performing
the Hajj pilgrimage. He is regarded as the true founder of the Kingdom of
Mali, known for establishing the city of Timbuktu. The kingdom expanded
and became a vast empire, extending to include the entire area from the
Niger River to the Atlantic Ocean. It became well-known for its wealth,
prosperity, and gold production. Mansa Musa is considered the richest man
in history due to his pilgrimage to Mecca and the enormous amount of gold
he transported during his journey. His trip also established diplomatic rela-
tions with neighboring kingdoms and states. This family was influenced by
both Eastern and Western civilizations, which shaped its Islamic character
in all aspects of governance. Additionally, the dynasty welcomed Muslim
scholars to Sudan as advisers in governance.
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