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Abstract:

The Castle of Alamut is one of the significant historical fortresses where
military events and political and ideological conflicts took place following the
dominance of Hassan al-Sabbah and the establishment of the Ismaili state in the
Islamic East. Hassan’s policies¢ methodology« and vision were unacceptable to
his adversaries¢ including the Abbasids¢ the Seljuks¢ and others; thus¢ military
clashes ensued. These manifested at times in Hassan al-Sabbah sending assassins
(fedayeen) to secretly eliminate his opponents and rivals¢< while at other times the
castle endured sieges by organized armies dispatched by the Seljuks to destroy
the fortress state« thwart Hassan al-Sabbah¢ and break his power. However¢ the
castle endured for a period exceeding the Seljuk rule¢ remaining under Ismaili
control until the Mongols managed to breach and capture it in the year 654 AH /
1256 CE.

Keywords: Castle of Alamut¢ military« Ismaili.
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