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Portugal's Colonial policy Towards the Discovery of Gold in Brazil
(1703-1807)

Prof. Dr. Khaled Salman Shadhan

Summary

he discovery of gold on the American continent represented one of the

most important factors that attracted European settlers and greatly con-
solidated colonialism, and Brazil was no exception to this, as the Portu-
guese authorities, which had been colonizing Brazilian lands since the be-
ginning of the sixteenth century, worked to exhaust Brazilian resources and
transfer them to Portuguese lands, especially after Gold was discovered in
1703, so research came to reveal the secrets of that policy With a review of
the stages and areas of gold discovery in Brazil, along with an explanation
of the most important customs procedures adopted by Portugal in order to
ensure the delivery of gold loads from Brazil to Lisbon.
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