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Summary:

This study examines the social, economic, and political developments in
the city of Hit between 1920 and 1968, a period marked by significant
transformations that shaped the local community and its role in national events.
Hit was closely connected to the changes accompanying the foundation of the
modern lraqgi state and the monarchy. Its people actively engaged in national
occasions, such as Iraq’s admission to the League of Nations in 1932, the death
of King Faisal I, and the assassination of King Ghazi, who symbolized
independence. The inhabitants also participated in the Rashid Ali al-Kilani
movement of 1941, which became a temporal reference in local memory.During
the 1950s, modernization projects such as electricity and water supply were
introduced, while the city resonated with major Arab issues, notably the
nationalization of the Suez Canal in 1956. Following the 14 July 1958
Revolution, Hit played a role in the formation of the Popular Resistance, yet later
endured the repercussions of successive coups between 1963 and 1968, marked
by the spread of communist, Ba‘thist, nationalist, and Islamic activism. The
catastrophic Euphrates flood of 1967 further highlighted the solidarity of Hit’s
society in facing adversity.

The study reveals that Hit represents a microcosm of Iraq’s national and regional
dynamics, reflecting the interconnection between local and national
transformations in the making of modern Irag.

Keywords: Hit, Modern Irag, Monarchy Era, Nationalist Movements,

Communist Party.
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