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Citizenship in Contemporary Islamic Political Thought

Asst. Prof. Dr. Jawad Kadhim Asst. Inst. Maryam Thabit Noaman

Muhsin
College of Political College of Political
Science/Mustansiriyah University Science/Mustansiriyah University

studies in Islamic political thought address citizenship

as a central concept in the construction of the modern
Contemporary state and a major axis in the organization of the

relationship among the individual, society, and the state.
Contemporary Islamic political thought emerges from the attempt to bridge between
Islamic Shariah-based authority and modern state requirements. Islamic thinkers argue
that citizenship does not conflict with Islamic values; rather, citizenship can be grounded
in equality, justice, and respect for religion and cultural diversity within the framework of
a unified Islamic identity. Different approaches emerge among those who adopt a
traditional vision that emphasizes religious affiliation as the basis of political
membership—and those who adopt an innovative vision who consider affiliation and
participation in public interest a foundation for citizenship. Reformist currents also
reinterpret classical notions such “Ummah,” “Dar, al-Islam,” and “al-wala’ wa al-bara’”
in a way that aligns with the concepts of modern statehood and equal citizenship. Thus,

elyjall qulgal dalell ailayl

daldll dhalig alaey dnllall adsall




il Gl s . Gy gL 210 8 Gwa”ﬂ%

citizenship in contemporary Islamic political thought represents a dynamic field of
intellectual debate seeking to harmonize authenticity, modernity, identity and openness,
religion, and the State.

Keywords: Citizenship, Islamic political thought, modern State, equality, justice, Islamic identity, political rights.
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