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RESEARCH ARTICLE

National rivalry between Real Madrid and Barcelona A study in
sports geopolitics
Adnan Kadhim Jabbar Al-Sheibani *

AL-MUTHANNA UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE OF EDUCATION FOR HUMANITIES , IRAQ

ABSTRACT

This research argues that the relationship characterized by fierce competition between Real Madrid and Barcelona in
the Spanish League and other tournaments was not just a competition for prizes and positions in tournaments, but for
very important reasons that cannot be ignored at all, which go back to the Catalonia region's demand for secession after
the Spanish state lost its colonies and was closely strengthened after the Spanish state refused to recognize the secession
and used force in the annexation process. Since that moment, football in the region, represented by Barcelona Club, has
become one of the cultural systems expressing Catalan nationalism and its cultural identity, and Barcelona Club has
become perhaps the strongest social institution expressing Catalonia's right to obtain its cultural, political and national
rights, which were manifested in the demand for secession, especially after the civil war waged by the ruling regime in
Spain against the region during the period 1936-1939. The hostility between the political system in Spain and Barcelona
extended to the Real Madrid team as the club of the political capital Madrid, and even the official team that represents
the political system as a result of the unlimited support at the expense of the rest of the other clubs, even those in the
capital. This resulted in a competition between the two teams charged with nationalistic emotions that can be sensed
through the chants, slogans and some behaviors that express the live solidarity between the team members and fans, in
addition to expressing the existence of a crisis whose end cannot be predicted. Despite the efforts made for the political
system in Spain to create a national sports symbol that unites and represents all the regions, the separatist tendency
remained ingrained in the players of the Barcelona team on the one hand, and the authoritarian view among the players
of the Real team, so that the role of sports in creating a cohesive and integrated society in the Spanish case failed as a
result.
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