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Iraqi Development Road and its Strategic Dimensions:

Opportunities and Challenges

Nisreen Hadi Aziz Asst. Prof. Dr. Ali Hussein Kadhim

Imam Kadhim University College (P) Imam Kadhim University College (P)
for Islamic Science for Islamic Science

research aims to provide a comprehensive analytical study of the lraqi

Th |S Development Road Project, also known as the Dry Canal, which represents an
ambitious strategic initiative for Iraq to enhance its position as a regional and
international trade and logistic hub. The study examines the geographical

dimensions of the project, highlighting its vital route that connects the Grand Faw Port on
the Arabian Gulf with Turkey and Europe through an integrated network of roads and
railways. It also explores the strategic and economic significance of the project, including
its expected role in diversifying the Iragi economy, reducing dependence on oil, attracting
investments, creating job opportunities, and shortening shipping times between Asia and
Europe. In addition, the research analyzes the fundamental challenges that may hinder the
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implementation of the project, such as political instability, corruption, security threats, and
regional disputes. The study concludes that the Development Road constitutes a historic
opportunity for Iraq to transition towards a diversified and sustainable economy; however,
its success remains contingent upon political will, security stability, Iraq’s ability to
overcome challenges, and effective cooperation with regional and international partners in
order to fully realize its geographical and economic potential.

Keywords: Iragi Development Road, Grand Faw Port, infrastructure, strategic Importance, economic development, Irag,
Turkey, Arabian Gulf, geopolitical challenges.
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