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The Unspoken in the Poetry of Abu Dahbal al-Jumahi (63 AH) A Cultural
Critical Approach
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University of Anbar , College of Basic Education — Haditha , Department of Arabic Language , Iraq

ABSTRACT

This research aims to analyze the (unspoken) in the poetry of the Islamic poet Abu Dahbal al-Jumahi (d.
63 AH). The study was conducted from a modern critical perspective through which “the systematic codes”
in his creative texts are “deciphered” as they represented cultural fabrics that contained meanings that
contradicted what was stated. The approach relied on the cultural approach as well as the inductive
analytical interpretive approach without neglecting the psychological and subjective aspect of the poet. The
approach revealed the presence of different layers of implicit meanings, reflecting the poet's interaction with
the cultural, political and social context of his era. The “unspoken” appeared in his poetry as a rhetorical
strategy employed to circumvent authority or to reproduce prevailing social values or question ideas without
directly clashing with the authority. Hence, his poetry can be understood as a multi-layered text that blends
the explicit and implicit in shaping its creative connotations.
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