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Abstract:

This research deals with the study of the Assyrian intelligence apparatus
during the reign of King Sargon II (721-705 B.C), including shedding light on the
development witnessed by this apparatus during the seventh and sixth centuries BC
in maintaining the security of the kingdom and protecting it from internal
conspiracies and external challenges, especially what the Kingdom of Urartu in the
north posed as a serious threat to the unity of the Assyrian kingdom and the
integrity of its territories. The Assyrian intelligence network constituted the eyes
and ears of the king, through which he was informed of everything that was
happening in his kingdom and neighboring kingdoms. In addition, it demonstrates
the importance of intelligence information in military and political planning and
decision-making, based on reading a group of administrative letters exchanged
between Sargon II and senior officials of his kingdom, discovered in the records of
the Assyrian capital, Nineveh, according to a descriptive and analytical approach.
The research is divided into two sections. The first section deals with the
organizational structure of the Assyrian intelligence apparatus, while the second
section deals with the methods followed by the Assyrians in collecting, analyzing,
and communicating information to the competent authorities to make the necessary
decisions.

Keywords: Assyrian Kingdom, Urartu, Explorer, Intelligence Men,
dayalu.
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