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Abstract

This research examines the role of lragi civil society in democratic
consolidation during the period 2003-2024, employing Larry Diamond's
theoretical framework. The study identifies a fundamental paradox: while civil
society organisations have proliferated quantitatively, their substantive impact
on democratic trajectories remains markedly limited. The research employs a
critical descriptive-analytical methodology grounded in academic literature,
international reports, and official data sources. The analysis encompasses an
assessment of both traditional civil society actors (tribal structures, religious
authorities) and contemporary formations (non-governmental organisations,
youth movements, labour unions). The findings reveal that Iraqgi civil society
confronts critical structural impediments: sectarian and ethnic fragmentation
that obstructs inter-organisational cooperation; weak financial and
organisational autonomy; an inhospitable legal and security environment; and
constrained institutional capacities. The study concludes that revitalising civil
society's democratic role necessitates concurrent reforms at two levels:
strengthening the rule of law and security stability at the state level, and
transcending sectarian divisions through national partnerships at the civil
society level. These complementary interventions are essential for cultivating a
.robust civil society capable of advancing genuine democratic consolidation

Keywords: ""Civil society", ""Democratic consolidation®, *"lraq", ''Sectarian
divisions™, ""Protests"’
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