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Abstract

This research analyzes the complex relationship between two key variables:
"international interdependence,” a central phenomenon in the contemporary
international system, and ‘‘national security’ as it pertains to the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) states. In a fluid and rapidly changing regional and
international environment, the GCC states find themselves facing a complex
equation: balancing the necessity of engaging in interdependent networks to
achieve development and prosperity with the requirements of safeguarding their
national security and strategic independence.

The research aims to analyze the dimensions of international interdependence
within the Gulf context and examine its dual impact on the national security of
the GCC states. This is achieved by deconstructing its dimensions and assessing
its repercussions on the independence of decision-making and the formulation of
strategic responses by these states. The goal is to maximize potential gains and
minimize the risks arising from excessive dependence by addressing the central
research question: To what extent does international interdependence, with its
economic, political, and security dimensions, affect the national security of the
GCC states? The research employs a descriptive-analytical approach and a case
study methodology.

Keywords: "International Interdependence,” "National Security," "Gulf
Cooperation Council States'.
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