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Abstract:

This study addresses international responsibility for natural
disasters as a legal and humanitarian issue in international law. It
focuses on analyzing the legal and regulatory frameworks governing
states' obligations in responding to these disasters. It explains that
disasters such as earthquakes, floods, drought, and climate change
cause significant environmental, economic, and social damage,
which calls for the development of a legal framework that enhances
international  cooperation and supports affected countries,
particularly developing countries. In this context, the study uses Iraq
as a case study, given its exposure to multiple challenges such as
drought, desertification, and floods, which are caused by both natural
and human-caused factors, including inequitable regional water
policies. The study emphasizes the need to strengthen international
laws in the areas of prevention, preparedness, and the provision of
humanitarian aid.

The study concludes that the current international legal system
suffers from deficiencies in enforcement and implementation, and
lacks clear texts and effective mechanisms. It also emphasizes that
Iraq faces internal and regional challenges but has the potential to
contribute to the development of international law if it undertakes
national reforms and activates regional and international cooperation.
Among the proposals put forward by the study are developing a
binding legal system for international cooperation in disasters,
establishing a specialized international body for disaster
management, making humanitarian aid a legal obligation, and
providing funding and technology to developing countries. Iraq also
needs to modernize its legislation and improve its infrastructure and
early warning and management capabilities. This study represents an
important contribution to promoting environmental justice and
international solidarity, and supporting developing countries in
confronting natural disasters and the challenges of climate change.
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