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Abstract

This study dealt with an important topic, which is (criticism of democracy in
Western liberal, elitist political thought). Leo Strauss was a model for this study,
being the most prominent critic of democracy in this direction (right-wing
elitist). The study was divided into three axes. In the first axis, we dealt with the
criticism of democracy as a system of government for Leo Strauss, and shed
light on his position on liberal democracy, especially Weimar liberalism, in
which he saw a reason for the rise of dictatorship to power, and thus caused
persecution and torture of Jews. As for the second axis, it was dedicated to
studying Leo Strauss' criticism of the mechanisms and foundations of
democracy, and the third axis was devoted to studying elite democracy as a
reformist alternative after Strauss' criticism of liberal democracy, in addition to
the presence of a conclusion with which the researcher came out with several
conclusions, perhaps the most important of which is that democracy for Leo
Strauss is elite democracy and not The democracy of the masses and should be
limited to a small group, as Strauss theorized what he calls "liberal education*
in order to prepare the elite "'gentlemen’’ through the necessity of philosophizing
by listening to the conversation between the great minds, and Strauss considers
liberal education as an anti-poison to the corrupting effects that It is caused by
mass culture over democracy.

Keywords: "Critique of Democracy,” Leo Strauss, '"The Contemporary
Liberal," *"System of Government,” "'Political Thought"
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1 _ Kenneth L Deutsch and Walter Soffer , The Crisis of Liberal Democracy ,op, cit, p 92.
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15 Leo Strauss, on tyranny, (Chicago: university of chicago press, 2000), p.75.
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of America. 2005, p 193 p 195.

ANF0a aY Y 5 SY G jas dles s - Y

A0V a5 83 G daa dles Cpia o
L paal) dalad) gl Ao sl tdan 5 pdiad) ¢ AN B dulpad) A8l (e 7 sia CudiS g om S g3 (bl -
V¥Ga Y Sk 3 alal — st
VA0 0 83 G jlaa  Mla aaal -

21 _ Kenneth L. Deutsch and Walter Soffer, The Crisis of Liberal Democracy A Straussian
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Perspective, op, cit, pp98 — 99.
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2% Catherine and Michael Zuckert, op.cit, p.51.
24 _ Kenneth L Deutsch and Walter Soffer , The Crisis of Liberal Democracy, op, cit, p 93.

% _ Ibid, p 69 p 70.
%6 - paul E. Gottfried, Leo Strauss And The Conservative Movement In America: A Critical Appraisal,

Cambridge University Press, 2012, p.110
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29- Leo straus, Liberalism Ancient and Modern, The University of Chicago Press Chicago and

London, 1968, p4 p6.

30- Kenneth L Deutsch and Walter Soffer , The Crisis of Liberal Democracy, op, cit, p 74 p 75.
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32 _ Kenneth L Deutsch and Walter Soffer , The Crisis of Liberal Democracy, op, cit, p 81.

3 _ Leo straus, Liberalism Ancient and Modern, op, cit, p 7.

3 _ Ibid, p5.

3- Ibid, p7.
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- Leo Strauss, the Nataral Right and History, Op. Cit., p. 140..
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