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Abstract:

Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi became a minister (vizier) in Egypt in 564 AH/1168
CE, succeeding his uncle Asad ad-Din Shirkuh, who had died that same year. His
appointment as vizier by the last Fatimid Caliph, al-Adid li-Din Allah (555-567
AH/1160-1171 CE), was not welcomed by everyone, especially the emirs loyal
to Nur ad-Din Mahmud Zengi (541-569 AH/1146-1173 CE). When Salah ad-Din
took office, he had to take several steps to deal with the political, economic, and
administrative problems in Egypt. This involved facing the influence of certain
figures close to Caliph al-Adid, which caused opposition movements to form
against his rule by these same figures.

The opponents of Salah Al-Din Al-Ayyubi’s rule employed various means to
undermine his authority, with sectarian propaganda being one of the most
prominent. They propagated the idea that Salah Al-Din was working against the
Shi’a sect in Egypt, a narrative they heavily emphasized, especially after he
abolished the Shi’a Fatimid Caliphate in Egypt in 567 AH/1171 CE.
Consequently, AL-Din had to adopt a firm policy toward these factions that
sought to overthrow his rule. At the same time, he worked to cultivate a positive
image among Egypt’s diverse population, spanning ethnic, religious, and
sectarian lines, regarding his governance. His internal policies in Egypt became a
defining feature of his rule, as he sought to consolidate power and suppress
opposition movements that challenged his authority. This study focuses on Salah
Al-Din Al-Ayyubi’s internal policies in Egypt, examining how he managed
governance, the strategies employed to stabilize his rule, and the methods used to
counter opposition movements that resisted his authority. His approach combined
political pragmatism, military strength, and administrative reforms to ensure
stability and legitimacy in a transitioning Egypt.

Keywords: Salah Al-Din Al-Ayyubi/Fatimid/opposition movements/politics.
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