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Abstract

The current paper sheds light on one of the most important relationships existing in society,
namely the subordination relationship between the subordinate and the superior. This study attempts
to fill the legislative gap in Article (219) of the Iraqi Civil Code No. (40) of 1951, which relates to
the principal's liability for the actions of his /subordinate. The above-mentioned law did not address
this relationship, despite it being the most important element of the principal's liability for the
actions of his subordinate. The study has concluded that the subordination in question is a
relationship between two or more persons, one of whom, the principal, has actual authority to
supervise and direct the other, the subordinate, regarding a specific action undertaken by the latter
for the benefit and account of the principal. The researcher has concluded that Iraqi Civil Code has
narrowed the scope of this relationship and the liability arising therefrom, thereby contradicting
most legislation and legal jurisprudence by defining the principal as exclusively specific
individuals, namely: the government, institutions providing public services, municipalities, and any
legal or natural person operating a commercial or industrial enterprise. The researcher has
concluded that the most important effect of the subordination relationship is what is known as the
principal's responsibility for the actions of his subordinate, which arises from the subordinate's error

during the principal's service.
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