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Abstract:

This research aims to investigate the impact of using the historical storytelling strategy on
developing reflective thinking among fifth-grade literary students in the subject of history. To
achieve this goal, the researcher adopted a quasi-experimental design with two groups: an
experimental group and a control group. The sample consisted of 60 students from Al-Sadiq
Secondary School for Boys in Najaf Governorate, with 30 students in each group. The
experimental group was taught using the historical storytelling strategy, while the control group
was taught using the traditional lecture method.

A tool was constructed to measure reflective thinking, comprising 30 items distributed across
five dimensions according to Dewey’s classification: deliberate reflection, intellectual
openness, self-awareness, search for arguments, and evidence-based decision-making.

The statistical analysis revealed a significant difference between the two groups in the post-test
of reflective thinking in favor of the experimental group, indicating the effectiveness of the
historical storytelling strategy in developing students' reflective thinking.

The study recommends adopting the historical storytelling strategy in teaching history, due to
its effective role in stimulating higher-order cognitive processes and enhancing students’ critical
awareness of their historical knowledge.

Keywords:

Historical storytelling strategy, reflective thinking, history subject, secondary education, Al-
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