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Abstract

The higher education system in Iraq suffers from a clear weakness in fulfilling
its fundamental role of developing national political awareness, due to multiple
political, legislative, economic, social, and technological factors. The political
reality and partisan pressures, weak legal and administrative frameworks, the
absence of sound economic planning, and the misalignment of educational
outputs with the labor market have all contributed to stripping education of its
awareness-raising function. Furthermore, the dominance of traditional values

and a subservient culture, the hegemony of tribal and religious laws, and the
technological backwardness of educational methods and tools have exacerbated
this weakness. Although the crisis of political awareness predates 2003, current
challenges have intensified it, making the development of political awareness in

universities possible, but fraught with significant and complex obstacles.
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