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Abstract:

NATO is a military organization that has worked to unify Western Europe
and maintain its security for many years. It contributed to maintaining
international balance following the end of the Cold War and the dissolution of the
Warsaw Pact. The alliance underwent major transformations as a result of the
loss of the primary reason for its existence, and the escalating demands by some
member states to dissolve the alliance due to the lack of need for its existence.

Because of the significant roles the alliance has achieved and the urgent
need for its existence in light of new international changes, the majority of the
alliance's members have agreed on the necessity of its continuation due to the
potential dangers and threats posed by some unstable countries, particularly the
Eastern European countries that broke away after the collapse of the former
Soviet Union.

The study examines the nature of Russian fears regarding NATO expansion,
which it considers the greatest threat to the Russian Federation's national security
and its global role. Relations between the two sides were highly complex and
intertwined, and all forms of cooperation and partnership were merely a
transitional phase after the Cold War.

Keywords: Russian Federation, NATO, alliance expansion, security threats,
Russian leaders.
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