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Abstract

In the field of visual arts, particularly in ceramics, the duality of the codified and the free is
evident as a cornerstone defining the nature of the creative process and the path of aesthetic
formation. The codified is represented by the structural system and the craftsmanship
according to technique and skill, while the free represents the dynamic space in which
aesthetic experience unfolds, transcending mere craftsmanship. Production becomes a new
expressive and experimental act. This interplay between the codified and the free does not
produce a contradictory duality but rather opens a different horizon for defining the aesthetic
value of ceramics. Therefore, this research focuses on studying the works of the ceramicist
Shnyar Abdullah and comprises four chapters. These chapters include a statement of the
research problem and its dimensions, and an answer to the following question: What are the
codified and the free in the works of the ceramicist Shnyar Abdullah? They also include the
importance and necessity of the research, its objective (defining the codified and the free in
the works of Shnyar Abdullah), and this chapter further includes: The scope of the research,
which is limited to studying the artist's artworks within the specified time period, and defining
the most important terms. The second chapter is dedicated to the theoretical framework, key
indicators, and previous studies. It includes two sections: the first addresses the intellectual
foundations of the codified and the free, while the second explores approaches to the codified
and the free in contemporary Iraqi ceramics. The third chapter details the research procedures,
including defining the research population (a collection of ceramic works), selecting the
research sample and its selection method, defining the sample analysis tool, and establishing
the descriptive methodology. The research sample, consisting of five examples, is then
analyzed. The fourth chapter presents the results, conclusions, and recommendations. Among
the most important findings are: 1- The potter adopts a philosophy of balance between order
and openness, where freedom is only achieved by transcending a pre-existing codified system.
This makes the artistic process a continuous act of deconstruction and reconstruction, as seen
in the research sample. 2- The study demonstrates that the dichotomy between the codified
and the free is not contradictory but rather complementary. The codified grants the work its
academic and technical legitimacy, while the free imbues it with expressive and spiritual
energy. The chapter concludes with recommendations and suggestions, followed by a list of
sources and references.
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