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Abstract

The sayings, actions, and approvals of the Companions — may
Allah be pleased with them — constituted an important source of
Islamic jurisprudence. Some jurists and scholars of legal theory have
regarded the statements of the Companions as among the sources of
legislation to which one refers for deriving rulings and understanding the
position of the Shari‘ah on issues that concern people in their daily lives.
Among those Companions who had extensive knowledge of the legal
rulings is our master ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan. He was one of the leading
jurist-Companions to whom people referred for legal opinions. From this
standpoint, the present study seeks to shed light on his sayings and
actions as recorded in the books of Sunnah — particularly in Imam
Malik’s al-Muwatta’ under the section on commercial transactions —
and to examine the opinions of the jurists and their evidences regarding
the four issues mentioned in this research.
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