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Abstract :

The twentieth century witnessed a revolution in the manifestation of artistic
image methods, which prompted contemporary plastic art activity to benefit from
modern developments and merge them with traditional styles. This development
caused a shift (displacement) in the paths of artistic expression and opened new
horizons for formation and creativity, confirming that the artistic image remains
the most powerful and flexible medium for documenting and expressing the
cultural state through renewed frameworks that align with the pace of the era.

The research aimed to identify the aesthetics of the artistic image in Iraqi
popular art. The research was divided into four chapters. The first chapter
included the research problem, its importance, boundaries, and key terminology.
The theoretical chapter encompassed two sections: the first on Aesthetics, and the
second on the Aesthetics of Contemporary Iraqi Popular Drawing. The third
chapter covered the research procedures, including the research population,
sample, research instrument, and key statistical methods, relying on the Statistical
Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) for interpreting the results. Finally, the
fourth chapter presented the research findings, which included: the artistic image
was represented by its immersion in popular heritage and the manifestation of the
artist's subjective tendency in the artistic output. This tendency represents an
attempt to create a deep-rooted local visual identity that responds to the
challenges of modernity and the influences of Western art.

The researcher reached a set of conclusions, including: the inherent aesthetic
of the artistic image in Iraqi popular art is not merely a superficial artistic value;
rather, it is a deep and effective cultural tool that contributed fundamentally to
building the recipient's awareness, as the beauty of Iraqi popular art contributed to
crystallizing the popular values and customs rooted in human souls.
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