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Abstract

This study examines the right of legitimate defense in Iraqi legislation, analyzing
it from both a jurisprudential and legal perspective, with a focus on its practical
applications. The research highlights the legal basis of this right in the Iraqi Penal
Code and identifies the pillars and conditions that render a defensive act lawful,
such as the existence of an immediate and unlawful threat, the necessity of
proportionality between the act and the defense, and the intention to repel
aggression rather than seek revenge. The study also presents judicial applications,
reviewing lraqi court precedents that illustrate how cases of legitimate defense
are practically assessed. Furthermore, the research reveals certain gaps in
legislation and application and proposes reform measures aimed at clarifying
legal provisions, enhancing judicial capacities, and raising public awareness
regarding the right of legitimate defense. The study concludes that legitimate
defense constitutes a fundamental legal right that protects both individuals and
society, achieving a balance between safeguarding individual rights and

maintaining public order.
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