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Abstract
The neutral zone between Kuwait and Najd constituted one of the
most significant border issues in the Arabian Gulf region during the first
half of the twentieth century. Its emergence was the result of the absence
of precise boundary delineation prior to 1913, as well as the failure to
implement the border agreement signed between Britain and the Ottoman
Empire in the same year. After the First World War, Britain sought to
regulate the region’s borders in a manner consistent with its political
interests. This effort culminated in the Ugair Conference of 1922, which
served as a pivotal point leading to the establishment of a joint neutral
zone in which Kuwait and Najd were granted equal rights of administration
and use. The aim was to allow tribes to graze freely and to prevent

disputes.
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The creation of the neutral zone represented a temporary solution to
the overlapping tribal activities and recurring border clashes, providing a
practical framework to avoid direct conflict between the two parties.
However, the discovery of oil in the Arabian Gulf during the 1930s
transformed the functional nature of the zone, shifting it from a shared
grazing area to one of significant economic and strategic importance. This
development prompted both sides to reconsider boundary planning, rights,
and privileges, sparking a Kuwaiti-Saudi dispute arising from the
ambiguity surrounding border demarcation. The conflict ultimately ended
with British intervention, resulting in the final delineation of the border

between the two countries.

Keywords: Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, border regions, conflicts,

negotiations.
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