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Emotional Language in Lamenting Imam Hussein (peace be upon him)

A Stylistic Study of the Diwan of Mudarr al-Abarat by Sheikh Muhammad Ridha al-
Gharawi
Dr. Salima Fadhil Habib
College of Excellence for Arabic Language and Literature - University of Kufa
Abstract

Elegy is considered one of the most prominent themes in Arabic poetry,
distinguished by its emotional sincerity and profound human depth. It has been
repeated throughout various literary eras, connected to a major human truth: the

experience of loss and anguish, which no human being is free from. Elegy carries
emotional expressions of sadness and loss towards loved ones, and it is
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characterized by the diversity of its themes, which reflect the different political,
religious, and philosophical backgrounds of writers and poets throughout history,
from the pre-Islamic era to Islam. The study of emotional language in lamenting
Imam Hussein (peace be upon him) acquires special importance; Because this
subject involves a complex spiritual and emotional theme that touches the
conscience of Muslims, especially in the works of Sheikh Muhammad Rida al-
Gharawi, whose poetry collections have not received sufficient attention from
researchers in the field of stylistics, particularly since his collection "Madrar al-
Abarat" was recently published by his grandson, this study comes to fill this gap by
analyzing the emotional language in the lament for Imam Hussein (peace be upon
him) in Sheikh al-Gharawi's poetry, with a focus on the stylistic characteristics that
appear in the linguistic and expressive structure of his poems. The study sheds light
on the relationship between the poet's emotional experience and the expressive
style he adopted. He is a scholar and a learned jurist who combines deep religious
knowledge with poetic talent, which allows for an open reading of the interplay of
logic and emotion in expression. The research revolves around a number of pivotal
questions, including: How did Sheikh al-Gharawi employ language, images, and
stylistic structures to express feelings of sadness and sorrow? What emotional
techniques did he utilize in his lament? And what semantic fields charged the texts
emotionally? Did rhetorical devices such as calling, questioning, and commanding
have an effect on enhancing emotional expression? The research also addresses
the phonetic and repetitive structure as emotional tools that perform an influential
function in the text, to highlight how the flowing emotion was manifested in the poetry
of lamenting Imam Hussein through the style of a sheikh, a jurist, and a poet. As for
the choice of the Diwan “Madr Al-Abarat’, it is closely related to its nature as
committed literature, in addition to its title which carries a direct indication of loss and
sorrow (Madr Al-Abarat in praise of the Prophet and the Imams of Guidance, peace
be upon them). Studying the elegiac poems in this Diwan made it possible to identify
the stylistic dominants that nourished the emotional language and were reflected on
the recipient, whether in the case of listening or reading, which arouses human
feelings of sadness, pain, and rebellion towards the tragedy of Imam Hussein (peace
be upon him). This research employs a stylistic approach that focuses on the
expressive function of texts, analyzing linguistic structure, syntax, imagery, and
semantics, with particular attention to the techniques of emotional expression and
.their impact on creating aesthetic and emotional effect in elegiac poetry
Keywords: Emotional language — Elegy — Stylistics — Diwan Mudarr al-Abarat —
Sheikh Muhammad Rida al-Gharawi
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