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Abstract:
Thisstudy examinesthe phenomenonof Westernizationasanintellectmal current
with political, social, and enltural dimensions aimed atimprinting Arab societies
in general, and Iraqgi society in particular, with a Western character, detaching
them from their Arab-Islamic identity. The research adopts a critical analytical
methodology to trace the historical roots of Westernization and its mechamisms.
The research reveals that Westernization began as a colonial project linked
to intellectnal invasion, considered more dangerous than military inva-
sion because it targets the beliefs and ethics of society. Westernization
evolved from the matenal and techmical aspects in the eighteenth century
to the intellectnal and cultural aspects, employing multiple means inclnd-
mg educational curricula, media, literature, language, poetry, and heritage.
The study shows that Westermization has been associated with misleading slo-
gans such as (progress,; «civilization,, and enlightenment,; and has sought to
change Iraqi social concepts and values, promote consumerism, and obscure
Arab identity. It also clarifies the difference between beneficial modernization
and harmful Westernization, emphasizing the necessity of conscious con-
frontation by developing Arab alternatives, filtering incoming cultural influ-
ences, and preserving anthenticity while consciously engaging with others.
The study concludes that Westernization has partially succeeded in creating a
faction fascmated by the West, but it confirms the existence of cultural resist—

~  ance and a conscious elite working to protect the Iragi Arab identity. It calls for
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an intellectual and cultural renaissance that restores the balance between an-

Keyvwords: Westernization, intellectual invasion, Iraqi social values, Arab

identity, Western culture, modernity and WesternizationModernization

andWesternization, effectsofWesternization, confronting
Westernization, cultural alienation
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