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Economic Diplomacy between Iraq and Saudi Arabia: Prospects of Competition

over Gulf Ports and the Impact of Regional Land—Sea Connectivity

Mustafa Raad Al-Sarrai
College of Education for Pure Sciences [ lbn Al-
Haytham, University of Baghdad
mostafa.raad1201a@copolicy.uobaghdad.edu.iq

This study provides an in-depth analytical reading of the trajectory of economic
diplomacy between lIraq and Saudi Arabia since the post-2017 rapprochement. It
focuses on the interaction between land—-sea connectivity projects in both countries and
their influence on the balance of logistical power in the Gulf region. The research
examines Iraq’s Development Road project and the Grand Faw Port as an ambitious
axis for repositioning Irag within Asia—Europe trade networks, contrasted with Saudi
Arabia’s Economic Corridor, which is anchored in Red Sea ports and Vision 2030. The
analysis reveals an economic landscape where elements of competition intersect with
opportunities for integration, particularly in the domains of ports, energy, investment,
and infrastructure. The study discsses mechanisms for enhancing bilateral partnership
through economic diplomacy, including electrical interconnection, Saudi investments,
and the potential for aligning logistical routes within a unified regional framework. It
concludes that the future of bilateral relations hinges on managing intertwined interests,
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advancing Iraq’s infrastructure, and strengthening strategic dialogue to foster an
integrated environment that promotes regional stability and development.

Keywords: Economic diplomacy, Development Road, Economic Corridor, regional
logistical competition, Gulf ports.
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