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"Climate Risks and Their Impact on Iraqi National Security:

Challenges and Opportunities'

Fatima Maitham Mustafa
Fatima.Maytham@nahrainuniv.edu.iq
Over the past two decades, Iraq has faced worsening environmental and climate
challenges, which have become a growing threat to its national security. These
challenges manifest in multiple forms, most notably: declining rainfall, severe drought,
water scarcity, desertification, and the degradation of agricultural land, along with rising
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temperatures at rates exceeding the global average. These climatic phenomena
negatively impact vital sectors, such as food and water security, and economic and
social stability, weakening the state's ability to maintain its internal stability and the
unity of its social fabric.

This research seeks to analyze the interconnected dimensions of climate change
and Iraqi national security through a multidisciplinary scientific approach based on
climate data, official reports, and theoretical models of environmental security. The
research focuses on identifying the most prominent challenges hindering the Iraqi state's
response to these risks, including a weak institutional structure, the absence of strategic
environmental planning, and the declining effectiveness of public policies in managing
natural resources. The research also explores the opportunities inherent in adopting a
new model for climate security, based on the integration of environmental,
developmental, and security dimensions, and enhancing Iraq's ability to adapt to climate
change. These opportunities include investing in the green economy, developing water
infrastructure, activating regional and international partnerships, and building early
warning systems for environmental disasters. The research concludes that addressing
climate risks as a threat to national security is no longer an option, but rather a national
necessity, requiring the restructuring of relevant policies and institutions and the
building of state and societal capacities to respond effectively and resiliently to
accelerating climate change.

Keywords: Environment, Climate Change, Risks, Climate Risks, National

Security.
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