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Cybersecurity awareness and its relationship to digital citizenship

among university students
Lecturer Dr. Zeidan Khalaf Hamad Ali
Republic of Irag, Ministry of Education, Kirkuk General Directorate of Education Kirkuk
zedan.k.hamad@tu.edu.ig

Abstract:

The current research aims to study the relationship between cybersecurity awareness and
digital citizenship. The research community included Tikrit University students for the academic
year (Y- Y&-Y-Y0), numbering ()¢, - V) male and female students, comprising (Y,Y04) male stud
ents and () -,V¢A) female students. A sample of (0- -) male and female students was selected us
ing a stratified random sample with proportional distribution according to sex. The researcher p
repared two scales: the first to measure cybersecurity awareness, consisting in its final form of (
Yo) items after verifying its validity and reliability, and the second to measure digital citizenship,
consisting of (YA) items, and its psychometric properties were verified. The research sought to a
chieve several objectives, including identifying the level of cybersecurity awareness among stud
ents, and the statistically significant differences according to the sex variable, in addition to ide
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ntifying the level of Digital citizenship and sex differences, and exploring the nature of the corre
lation between the two variables. The results showed that students had an average level of awa
reness of cybersecurity and digital citizenship, with significant differences in cybersecurity awar
eness in favor of males, and no sex differences in digital citizenship. The results also revealed a
significant direct correlation between the two variables. Based on the results, the researcher re
commended the inclusion of awareness training programs on cybersecurity and digital citizensh
ip in university curricula. The researcher also suggested organizing mandatory workshops and ¢
ourses for students and faculty members to raise awareness of safe and responsible practices in
cyberspace. He also recommended the need to conduct future studies that address the relation
ship between cybersecurity awareness and other variables such as ethical values, academic achi
evement, and the safe use of technology in education.

Keywords: cybersecurity awareness, digital citizenship, university students
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