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Geographical analysis of urban sprawl and spatial expansion trends on

agricultural lands surrounding the city of Nasiriyah
Prof. Dr. Tahseen Jassim Shanan, University of Thi Qar / College of Education for Human
Sciences
Abstract

Urban expansion at the expense of agricultural land has three dimensions:

spatial, social, and economic. These three dimensions operate simultaneously and
.in conjunction

Therefore, this research aims to analyze the phenomenon of urban sprawl

onto agricultural lands surrounding the city of Nasiriyah, as it is one of the most
prominent problems threatening the spatial balance between urban and rural land
.uses

Solutions to address this phenomenon include encouraging vertical urban
expansion instead of horizontal expansion, thus preserving productive agricultural
land, which is a national asset contributing to food security for the population.
Furthermore, it is essential to enforce laws against those encroaching on

agricultural land
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