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The Title

Clarification of Rhetorical Terms in the
Book (Al-Badi’) by Ibn al-Mu’tazz (d. 296
AH) An Analytical Study

Abstract
This study examines the
development of rhetorical

terminology throughout the ages. In
its early stages, rhetorical terminology
experienced a phase of inconsistency
and variation, as is common with any
discipline in its formative period. The
early rhetoricians differed in their
approaches to defining and naming
rhetorical terms. This prompted us to
attempt a comprehensive survey of
these terms and to compare the efforts
of early scholars in establishing and
clarifying their meanings. One
prominent example is the term “al-
Badi*” (the innovative), which in Ibn
al-Mu‘tazz’s usage carries a meaning
quite different from the one it later
came to hold in the subsequent stages
of Arabic rhetorical development.
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