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Abstract This research examines the crime of sexual harassment from the perspective
of Iragi and Egyptian law, highlighting the similarities and differences in the definition of

the crime, its elements, and the penalties prescribed for it. In Iragi law, the term "sexual
harassment™ was not explicitly addressed in older texts; rather, it was included among
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crimes of indecency or indecent acts, until the issuance of the Anti-Domestic Violence
Law and recent draft amendments. Egyptian law, however, has witnessed significant
development, particularly after the 2014 amendment to the Penal Code to directly
criminalize harassment, defining clear formulations that include verbal, gesture, or action,
with harsher penalties in the presence of aggravating circumstances.

The research highlights the legal basis of the crime, the judicial interpretation of both
terms in both countries, and the effectiveness of current texts in protecting victims,
particularly women and vulnerable groups. It also discusses the challenges facing the
process of proving the crime through evidence, the need for community awareness, and
the need to update laws. There is no explicit text in the Iraqi Penal Code that criminalizes
sexual harassment, but it is considered a "crime against public morals and decency." It is
worth noting that Iragqi penal codes address the protection of honor at three levels,
ranging from rape to harassment, with varying degrees of punishment .In Egypt, Egyptian
law punishes sexual harassment in all its forms, including verbal and physical. In general,
both laws aim to protect individuals from sexual harassment, but Egyptian law is more
detailed in criminalizing acts and setting penalties. The implementation of harassment
laws in both countries faces challenges, such as difficulty in proof and a lack of legal
awareness. There is a need for broad community awareness and enhanced law
enforcement to ensure the protection of individuals from harassment and prevent its
occurrence.
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