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Abstract
“There are certain expressions used by the Imams that imply a paucity of narration in some of
them, or a paucity of narrators from them, indicating the narrator’s limited fame or weak
standing among the hadith scholars; for example: ‘He was not narrated from,” ‘Nothing was
written about him,” ‘No one reported from him,” or ‘Not a single senior scholar heard from him.’
This study aims to clarify the connotations of these expressions, compare their meanings in the
sources of hadith critics, and show how they appeared with the Imams, along with real examples
concerning certain narrators. My research has concluded that, despite the variety of these terms,
they all point to a similar concept: either the scarcity of narrations from that narrator or the
weakness of those who narrated from him. It also demonstrates that these terms reflect the
narrator’s status in terms of fame and acceptance among the senior hadith transmitters.
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