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(30)Copenhagen manuscript of Yakut. The
manuscript was used as a base for the Ras-
mussen translation. It has two volumes, but
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(32) I In place of gold the Rus use sable skins.

No standard measure is known in the land;

they buy and sell by dry measure. They are
very fond of pork and many of them who have
assumed the garb of Muslimism miss it very

much.
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(35) II. The Rus are a great host, all of them
red haired; they are big men with white bod-
ies. The women of this land have boxes made,
according to their circumstances and means,
out of gold, silver, and wood. From childhood
they bind these to their breasts so that their
breasts will not grow larger. Each man puts a
chain around his wife,s neck for each thousand

dinars of his wealth.
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Fadlan recorded his experiences in the
form of an official report to the court.
That original manuscript has long since
disappeared, and to reconstruct it we must
rely on partial fragments preserved in later
sources.

The best-known of these is an Arabic
geographical lexicon written by Yakut
ibn-Abdallah sometime in the thirteenth
century. Yakut includes a dozen verbatim
passages from Ibn Fadlan’s account, which
was then three hundred years old. One
must presume Yakut worked from a copy
of the original. Nevertheless these few
paragraphs have been endlessly translated
and retranslated by later scholars.
Another fragment was discovered in
Russia in 1817 and was published in
German by the St. Petersburg Academy
in 1823. This material includes certain
passages previously published by J. L.
Rasmussen in 1814. Rasmussen worked
from a manuscript he found in Copenhagen,
since lost, and of dubious origins. There
were also Swedish, French, and English
translations at this time, but they are all
notoriously inaccurate and apparently do
not include any new material.

In 1878, two new manuscripts were
discovered in the private antiquities
collection of Sir John Emerson, the British
Ambassador in Constantinople. Sir John
was apparently one of those avid collectors
whose zeal for acquisition exceeded his
interest in the particular item acquired.
The manuscripts were found after his
death; no one knows where he obtained
them, or when.

One is a geography in Arabic by Ahmad
Tusi, reliably dated at A.D. 1047. This
makes the Tusi manuscript chronologically
closer than any other to the original of Ibn
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INTRODUCTION
THE IBN FADLAN MANUSCRIPT
REPRESENTS THE earliest known
eyewitness account of Viking life and
society. It is an extraordinary document,
describing in vivid detail events which
occurred more than a thousand years
ago. The manuscript has not, of course,
survived intact over that enormous span of
time. It has a peculiar history of its own,
and one no less remarkable than the text
itself.

PROVENANCE
OF THE MANUSCRIPT

In June, A.D. 921, the Caliph of Bagdad
sent a member of his court, Ahmad Ibn
Fadlan, as ambassador to the King of
the Bulgars. Ibn Fadlan was gone three
years on his journey and never actually
accomplished his mission, for along
the way he encountered a company of
Norsemen and had many adventures
among them.

When he finally returned to Bagdad, Ibn
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National Museum of Oslo: 1959-1960,
but they did not arouse much scholarly
interest, perhaps because the journal has a
limited circulation.
The  Fraus-Dolos  translation  was
absolutely literal; in his own introduction
to the material, Fraus-Dolos remarked
that «it is in the nature of languages that
a pretty translation is not accurate, and an
accurate translation finds its own beauty
without help.»
In preparing this full and annotated
version of the Fraus-Dolos translation, I
have made few alterations. I deleted some
repetitive passages; these are indicated in
the text. I changed paragraph structure,
starting each directly quoted speaker with
a new paragraph, according to modern
convention. I have omitted the diacritical
marks on Arabic names. Finally, I have
occasionally altered the original syntax,
usually by transposing subordinate
clauses so that the meaning is more readily
grasped.
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o Blake, Robert P., and
Frye, Richard N., «Notes on the
Risala of Ibn Fadlan», Byzantina
Metabyzantina, vol. 1: 2 (1949), pp.
7-37.
. Canard, M. “La relation
du voyage d’lbn Fadlan chez les
Bulgares de la Volga,” Annales de
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. Canard, Marius, “La relation
de la voyage d’lbn Fadlan chez les
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Fadlan, which was presumably written
around A.D. 924-926. Yet scholars regard
the Tusi manuscript as the least trustworthy
of all the sources; the text is full of obvious
errors and internal inconsistencies, and
although it quotes at length from one «Ibn
Faqih» who visited the North country,
many authorities hesitate to accept this
material.

The second manuscript is that of Amin
Razi, dating roughly from A.D. 1585-
1595. It is written in Latin and according
to its author is translated directly from
the Arabic text of Ibn Fadlan. The Razi
manuscript contains some material about
the Oguz Turks, and several passages
concerning battles with the mist monsters,
not found in other sources.

In 1934, a final text in Medieval Latin
was found in the monastery of Xymos,
near Thessalonika in northeastern Greece.
The Xymos manuscript contains further
commentary on Ibn Fadlan’s relations
with the Caliph, and his experiences with
the creatures of the North country. The
author and date of the Xymos manuscript
are both uncertain.

The task of collating these many versions
and translations, ranging over more than a
thousand years, appearing in Arabic, Latin,
German, French, Danish, Swedish, and
English, is an undertaking of formidable
proportions. Only a person of great
erudition and energy would attempt it,
and in 1951 such a person did. Per Fraus-
Dolos, Professor emeritus of Comparative
literature at the University of Oslo,
Norway, compiled all the known sources
and began the massive task of translation
which occupied him until his death in
1957. Portions of his new translation
were published in the Proceedings of the
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