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Apstract
Anthropologist Sherry B. Ortner draws on her longstanding interest in
theories of cultural practice to rethink the fundamental concepts of culture,
agency, and subjectivity for twenty—first—century social science. The
theoretical and interpretive essays call for a reconfiguration of the concept
of culture rather than its abandonment. Likewise, they all suggest that a
theory based on the interested action of social beings—specifically, a
theory of practice, particularly associated with the work of Pierre
Bourdieu—requires a more sophisticated notion of human agency and a
richer conception of human subjectivity.
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