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The tragedy of the Spanish expulsion of the Moriscos in the
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Al-Mustansiriya University / College of Education / Department of
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Abstract

Praise be to God« and may the best prayers and peace be upon our
Master Muhammad:« his family< and all his companions. Discussing the
subject of the Spanish expulsion of the Moriscos is not a pleasant topic« but
rather brings tears to the eyes¢< due to the various repercussions of this
issue« which encompassed all the Moriscos present in Spain« starting with
the glories of an Islamic nation that was able to conquer and rule that
country for more than eight centuries¢ and ending with an unjust and
oppressive treaty that brought down the curtain on that civilization and
ushered in a dark age« beginning with the fateful surrender of Granada at
the hands of the last and weakest king of Andalusia< Abdullah al-Saghir.

And his treaty< which he concluded several weeks later with the
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Catholic kings of Spain« Ferdinand and Isabella< on Sunday< Muharram 21«
897 AH (November 25¢ 1491 AD). Arab sources indicate that the treaty
included 67 conditions¢ while Spanish sources indicate that the treaty
included 47 conditions« but the Spanish did not abide by any of these
conditions¢ and that fanaticism Hatred of Arabs and Muslims led them to
pursue a policy of oppression and persecution against the Muslims of
Granada: forcing them to convert to Christianity. They gave these Muslims
several derogatory terms« but the most famous was "Moriscos«" meaning
"new Christians™ or "little Christians." This term was officially used in
royal decrees to deny them their political< social< and religious rights.
Despite the attempts of these two kings to convert the Moriscos to
Christianity« all their attempts failed. As a result< the Spanish Archbishop
Damila Ribera made every effort to persuade the Spanish King Philip 111«
during whose reign the Spanish expulsion of the Moriscos had taken place.
This was accomplished through two reports he submitted. The first report
addressed the Moriscos' persistence in not learning Christianity. All
attempts and methods of encouraging them to convert to Christianity were
ineffective. Instead¢< they remained committed to their religion and
practiced it despite the decrees issued by King Philip I« which called on
the Moriscos to convert to Christianity and refrain from practicing any
Islamic rituals< and even prohibited them from doing so. The second report¢
submitted by the Archbishop« explained to the king that the Moriscos were
traitors to the king and should be permanently expelled from Spain. A
group of them should be kept for rowing or for farming and irrigation«
especially since it was the rice planting and harvesting season. It was
preferable for these elderly people with experience in agriculture to be kept.
The expulsion procedures began when King Philip 11l sent a letter to his
cousin« the King of Valencia« informing him of the expulsion. The latter

took the necessary steps¢ issuing a decree. The decrees for this matter
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stipulated that all Moriscos present in the Kingdom of Valencia must leave
within three days of the issuance of these decrees. If they did not leave after
these three days« they were considered outlaws< and anyone who found
them had the right to kill them. In addition« there was a decree requiring
Moriscos not to take their furniture and possessions« as these belonged to
the nobility. If Moriscos left after their expulsion« they were not allowed to
burn their homes or furniture< and anyone who did so was subject to the
death penalty. The most horrific aspect of the expulsion decree was the
removal of male and female children from their families¢< even at ages less
than seven. The voices of children and mothers rose in tears and wailing«
and Al-Hajri described it as a day of reckoning« which led to the death and
madness of these mothers over their children. This is one of the historical
tragedies that this group of people experienced during one of the most
horrific periods the Moriscos had ever experienced.

Keywords: Moriscos< Morisco expulsion< King Philip Ill< Valencia:
Spaniards« Inquisition.
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