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Abstract:

The sacred-profane duality constitutes a dialectical horizon in modern studies as it is linked
and interacts with other opposing dualities, especially the "self" and the "other" as a result of the
difference in visions and perceptions between the two parties; the sacred that is sanctified by the
"self" may be absent or its sanctity is hidden by the other, and the profane that some cultures see as
profane may be seen differently in other cultures and considered normal, without impurity or
defilement in it; therefore, we find man, by his intellectual and religious nature, and perhaps his
beliefs and traditions, divided within himself between this controlling duality.

Our study of the two novels of the Virgin by the Iraqi novelist "Ward Badr Al-Salem" came
as an attempt to trace the narrative mechanisms and techniques that the writer employed to
understand the intellectual and cultural orientations of some human groups that are controlled by
main systems, and other apparent and implicit subsidiary systems, active and deceptive in a
fragmented environment and a fragmented time divided within itself; The study attempted to trace
the character's path, place, time, and religious, social, and cultural events and struggles according to
the theme of values and attempts to dissolve, demolish, and erase them by submitting to other
sterile values represented by humiliation, contempt, and marginalization within the theory of
recognition.

Keywords: sacred, profane, objectification, purification, Sinjar Virgin, Lalish Girls, and Ward
Badr Al-Salem
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