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Abstract

This study examines the city of Rayy as one of the most prominent Islamic
urban centers during the Middle Ages, through the accounts presented by travel
literature and medieval geographers who either visited the city or transmitted
reports about it. The research aims to highlight the significance of Rayy within the
network of Islamic cities and to shed light on its architectural and urban features
that shaped its cultural identity, such as its walls, markets, palaces, religious
buildings, educational institutions, and the infrastructure that contributed to its

commercial and administrative prosperity.

The study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach based on a close
reading of travel narratives and correlating them with the historical development of
the city. It also compares the testimonies of several travelers—such as lbn al-
Faqih al-Hamadhani, al-Maqdisi, al-Istakhri, and Ibn Hawgal—to assess the
accuracy of their descriptions and trace the evolution of Rayy’s urban landscape
over time. The findings reveal that Rayy occupied a strategic position on major
international trade routes and that its urban features reflected a rich cultural
diversity resulting from the succession of political powers over the city, including

the Samanids, Buyids, and Seljugs.

Moreover, the research indicates that the political turmoil and invasions that
Rayy encountered—particularly the destruction caused by the Mongol attacks—
led to the disappearance of many architectural landmarks once described with

precision in early sources. The study underscores the value of travel literature as
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a historical witness that enables the reconstruction of the city’s vanished image

and highlights its role in Islamic urban and cultural history.

Keywords: (Iraq - its landmarks — urban — trips — Abbasid era)
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