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Abstract

This study examines the problem of unemployment in Iraq as a structural challenge with
deep historical roots. The phenomenon has evolved through successive stages, starting from
behavioral unemployment in the 1970s, transitioning to structural unemployment after the 1980s
war, then to disguised and forced unemployment during the sanctions period of the 1990s, and
finally to imported unemployment post-2003 due to unregulated trade liberalization.Data analysis
reveals fluctuating unemployment rates, peaking at 26.8% in 2004, with subsequent oscillations
reaching 16.5% in 2021. It is noted that part of this decrease is attributed to expansion in public
sector employment, which in turn has led to disguised unemployment and administrative
bloat.Furthermore, the study investigates the devastating social, economic, and psychological
impacts of unemployment, which operate on three levels: on the individual (such as tendencies
toward crime, depression, migration, and skill depreciation), on the family (including domestic
breakdown, violence, and child labor), and on society (threatening social security, spreading
corruption, and hindering the development process).

The study concludes that unemployment in Iraq is the cumulative result of unsound economic
policies, political instability, and a distorted productive structure, necessitating comprehensive
solutions that go beyond temporary measures such as public sector employment.
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