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The Sultanate State in Al-Taj by Al-Jahiz

A Reading in the Political Structure and Monarchical Systems
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Abstract:

The state is defined as the institution that organizes and supervises the affairs
of society, establishes its laws, and maintains the security and interests of
individuals through its legislative and organizational power and oversight. The
state is but a phenomenon of natural society, generated according to a natural
law, and its rule falls under the general rule of society, serving it and organizing
the means of cooperation with it and maintaining peace. This is the natural state,
which does not contradict its aspirations with those of the individual. Islamic
political theorists such as Al-Jahiz sought to extract the features of the concept of
the state and its political components from the Islamic political heritage, in
addition to the legitimate politics of other cultural references. They aimed to
regulate the laws and transactions governing the Islamic society in new
frameworks of governance and politics based on theorizing the project of the
civil state within the logic of rationality, realism, and civilization, instead of
tribal fanaticism and populist thought. The political project of the state was given
value according to the laws imposed by the ruler, caliph, or imam, which enhance
his status and assign the rightful ranks to the state’s officials. This forms the basis
of political work based on reverence, respect, preservation of titles, and
obedience to the authority. In this research, we aspire to clarify the
manifestations of this influence and its entrenchment in the political traditions of
the Abbasids through his attributed book Al-Taj fi Akhlaq al-Muluk (The Crown
in the Ethics of Kings), relying on the descriptive-analytical method.
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