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Abstract:

The research included two main axes in which the researchers reviewed the
role of the subject of the study in the events preceding the Crimean War. The first
axis addressed the effects of the contagion of the revolution to the Ottoman
Empire's possessions. These effects spread to the Balkans¢< but Russian forces
were able to suppress the revolution in Moldavia and occupy it. They continued
their advance into Wallachia« where they met with Ottoman forces in Bucharest«
who in turn suppressed the revolutionary movement there. Despite this¢ the entry
of Russian forces into the Danubian principalities of Wallachia and Moldavia
provoked the Sublime Portec and Ottoman politicians differed on the issue.
However« the shrewdness of Grand Vizier Mustafa Rashid Pasha led to a calming
of the situation after he used his diplomatic experience to address the current
situation. The research then moved on to study Mustafa Rashid Pasha's policy«
which consisted of coordinating the French and British viewpoints on the one
hand¢« and the Ottoman viewpoint on the other< which was represented by an
attempt to allay the two states' fears of a Russian-Ottoman rapprochement.
However« the course of events changed after that due to Russia's demand that the
Ottoman state hand over the Hungarian and Polish leaders of the revolution.
Mustafa Rashid Pasha exploited this matter to the benefit of the Ottoman state by
refusing to hand over those wanted by Russia for humanitarian reasons. This
aroused public opinion in London and Paris in favor of the Ottoman state< which
was able to resolve the matter with the Russian Tsar after its withdrawal from
Wallachia and Russia's withdrawal from Moldavia.

The second axis of the research discussed Russia's attempts to impose its will
on the Ottoman Empire through the title of the second axis: the correspondence
between Mustafa Rashid Pasha and Menshikov« through which he demanded that
Russia impose its protection on Orthodox Christians as well as the holy places in
Palestine. However¢ this provoked the Sublime Porte< which tried to evade the
Russian demands¢ exploiting the British-French sympathy for the Ottoman
position. The Russian-Ottoman discussions continued throughout the period from
February 1853 until October of the same year¢« during which Mustafa Rashid
Pasha made great efforts to reach an agreement formula that would guarantee the
sovereignty of the Ottoman Empire over its subjects¢ as well as the integrity of its
territories. However< Russia's insistence on its position prevented the
achievement of an agreement between the two countries¢ and as a result¢ the
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Crimean War broke out between Russia on the one hand and the Ottoman
Empire¢ Britain and France on the other.
Keywords: Mustafa Rashid Pasha, Crimean War, Russia, the Ottoman

Empire.
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