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Abstract:
This research aims to shed light on the impact of Arab studies on
Orientalists> interpretations of the concepts of elitism and pop-
ulism. The majority of Arab authors and Orientalists initially ar—
gued that the concept of «elitism) in Sufism was a novelty in Islam,
and that the people of Baghdad were the ones who introduced it.
This was due to the fact that the term «Sufiy or «Sufi elitey was
not used for the Companions or Followers. Because asceticism
and devotion to religion were common at that time, but with
people’s preoccupation with worldly matters, the need arose to
distinguish some of the elite who were interested in religion, and

~ thus the concept of the Sufi elite emerged. Some orientalists ini—

tially adopted the idea that the origins of elite Sufism came from
foreign sources (Greek, Christian, Persian, Indian, Buddhist).
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Arab studies confirmed that talk about the origins of the concept
of «elite Sufi, was present among a number of early imams and
sheikhs. A number of researchers, including Abdul Rahman Al-
Jami, indicate that the first to be called «Sufiy was Abu Hashim
Al-Kufi (d. 160 AH), which indicates the existence of the origins of
the Sufi elite concept since the second century AH, even if it was
not widely common at first. A number of orientalists agree that
the title «Sufiy was first known in Kufa with the alchemist Jabir ibn
Hayyan (d. 160 AH), then Abu Hashim Al-Kufi, and Abd Al-Sufy.
These three are considered among the first to use the term «Sufiy
as an elite concept. These views confirm that Sufism, in its earliest
origins, was connected to the city of Kufa. Most Arab scholars and
Orientalists agree that the origins of elite Sufism began early in Is—
lam, specifically with the elite group of the Suffa, the Companions
of the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him),
during the first century AH (19th century AD). They were known
for their asceticism and detachment from the world. Initially, the
term «elite Sufism» was not widely used, but was limited to a small
elite of imams. It later became a popular and well-known term in
the third century AH (19th century AD). These early Sufis held a
special status, as al-Qushayri described them as «the elite of Godss
saints,» due to their level of closeness to God, their obedience, and
their devotion. They were given the title «saintsy in Sufi litera—
ture and were believed to carry out cosmic and spiritual missions,
which led to the emergence of the concept of «esoteric world gov-
ernment referred to by the Orientalist Eric Geoffroy.
Keywords: Orientalists, Safavid, elitist concept.
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