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Abstract

This study underscores the structural role that the media plays in shaping its social
representations, positioning them as one of the most influential symbolic instruments in
reproducing images of exclusion and discrimination. Consequently, hate speech emerges as a
natural outcome of an unequal communicative structure and as a form of legitimizing symbolic
domination that reproduces the image of the “Other” while framing collective consciousness toward
reinforcing societal divisions. Through selective mechanisms of interpretation and representation,
the media contributes to the construction of perceptions imbued with prejudice, thereby
perpetuating systems of domination and discrimination.

Representation is closely related to people’s lives and experiences in our real world, and it
carries a certain degree of complexity. Members of society unconsciously accept it as a significant
event. It therefore requires a communicative medium through which it manifests, one that concerns
itself with how the media shape aspects of social reality—whether places, events, people, or
abstract concepts—by relying on images, discourses, or conversations. Through this process, the
identity of the targeted group is formed, resembling a kind of production: some people produce
purposeful and intentional media content, while others receive it. The system of social
representations thus becomes a pathway through which ideologies are framed, positioning their
subject in a specific place or status by relying on discourse analysis and highlighting its dimensions.
This leads to the construction of social truth or social reality around us, as defined by media
representations, which—no matter how natural or realistic they may appear—are socially
constructed representations rather than transparent reflections of a prior reality. Since
representations are unavoidably selective, they elevate and highlight certain aspects while
concealing or diminishing others, which is precisely what some aim to achieve in the midst of their
biased discourses.

Keywords: Social Representations, Media, Hate Speech.
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