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Abstract:
The current research aims to know the effect of the visual think-
ing strategy on the achievement of middle school students in ge—
ography and their cognitive competence. In order to analyze the
results of the hypothesis, the researcher followed the experimental
research method that is appropriate to the hypothesis and the aim
of the research. Accordingly, the experimental design with partial
control was chosen for two equivalent groups. The sample of the
research community consisted of middle schools affiliated with
the General Directorate of Education in Diyala. After determin—
ing the sample, the researcher statistically equivalent the two re-
search groups in the chronological age of the students calculated
in months, intelligence, and cognitive competence. The results
showed that there were no statistically significant differences be-
tween the two groups for these variables. As for the research tool,
it included an achievement test, and the number of its items was
45 multiple—choice test items. The results proved the existence of
a statistically significant difference in the responses of the students
of the two groups in favor of the experimental group that studied
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according to the use of the visual thinking strategy in the achieve—
ment test over the students of the control group that studied ac-
cording to

The traditional method In light of the results reached, the re-
searcher concluded that the visual thinking strategy. In light of the
conclusions, the researcher recommends directing educational
cadres and social studies teachers to use modern teaching strate—
gies and methods and keep pace with scientific development at
all educational levels. The researcher also suggested conduct-
ing a similar study to determine the effect of the visual thini-
king strategy on other variabiles such as crieative thinkiing,
criticial thiniiking, and retention of informiiation, or acquir-
ing attitudes, etc.

Keywords: Visual thinking strategy, cognitive competence, middle

schoolstudents, geography
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