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Culture in the Literary Text
Dr Shakir Kitab
College of Administration and Economics
Uruk University

The relationship between literature and society has attracted great interest
from scholars, thinkers, critics, and philosophers alike. This topic has been
examined many times in an attempt to answer fundamental questions: What is
the nature of this relationship? How did it emerge? What is its future? And is it
true that the literary text—with its emotions, personal and emotional
experiences, ideas, and viewpoints—is nothing more than an individual human
activity reflecting the writer’s personal suffering, and therefore should not be
relied upon to establish connections between these texts and the societies in

‘which they were produced

On the other hand, we find opposing perspectives which maintain that literary
texts, as well as all artistic and intellectual activities—including philosophy—are
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products of their societies and their cultural influences. Accordingly, they serve
as mirrors of reality and as images that reflect the truth of society, regardless of
.how its details may be obscured or concealed within its hidden layers

Furthermore, some within this second school of thought oversimplify the
matter by attributing to literary texts no greater value than that of mere
expressions of society’s aspirations, aims, and objectives. Such simplification
and directness in approaching the literary text deprive it of its artistic and
literary identity, reducing it to something akin to a journalistic article that
merely follows daily events. This approach completely negates the rich artistic
world of literary works and overlooks the profound emotional experiences that

authors embed within their writings, ideas, and visions
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