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Abstract

The holy city of Karbala is one of the most important tourist cities in the world, being visited
by millions of people annually. However, the tourism sector there relies primarily on religious
tourism, and the attraction hot-spot is the city center of Karbala, particularly close to the two holy
shrines of Imam Hussein and Imam Abbas (peace be upon them). This is despite the availability of
diverse tourist orientations out there, mainly the desert region, which occupies the largest part of the
governorate, includes natural-tourism charms such as geological formations, caves, valleys, spring
water, and the Lake of Razzaza, in addition to the biological diversity in the desert region.
Moreover, the human recources is numerous and diverse, including religious sites, archaeological
and heritage sites, as well as agricultural areas, in addition to the components of cultural tourism,
including the customs, traditions, and lifestyle of the inhabitants of the desert region.

The huge impact of religious tourism in the holy city of Karbala can be utilized in developing
other types of tourism such as environmental, archaeological, agricultural and cultural tourism,
which increases the period of stay of tourists in the province and maximizes the economic incomes
of the tourism sector in the province, thus raising the level of revenue consequently reducing
unemployment The quality of services, as well as environmental conservation, are enhanced by
optimal investment in the this sector, which is one of the most important economic sectors in the
world.

The province in need for ideal investment in the tourism at all levels by the environment
conservation, reduce pollution, restoring-renovating actions on archaeological and heritage sites,
professional tourism advertisement, and upgrading the service quality at tourist sites.

Key Words: Tourism, Desert Tourism, and Tourism Factors of Holy Karbala province.
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