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Abstract

The phenomenon of coups in Dahomey between 1960 and 1972 is one of the most
prominent manifestations of political instability in the country's post-independence history. This
period was characterized by repeated military intervention in political life, as the army played a
decisive role in changing successive governments, whether by overthrowing civilian or military
presidents or imposing direct political dominance. These coups reflected the intertwining of
regional, ethnic, and personal conflicts within the military establishment, as well as the fragility of
political institutions and the weakness of constitutional mechanisms to ensure the peaceful and legal
transfer of power. This phenomenon reveals the difficulties Dahomey faced in building a stable
political system and focuses on the role of the army as a decisive element in determining the course
of governance and the country's domestic policies. These coups also highlight the complexity of the
relationship between political authority and military power, as interventions were not limited to
seeking to control senior positions only, but also included influencing the country's domestic and
foreign policy-making. This pattern of repeated coups, as Dahomey witnessed six coups in ten
years, led to a climate of mistrust between The political elites and the military, and the weakening
of the state's ability to build strong institutions capable of confronting internal political crises and
economic collapse, thus serve as a model for how repeated military intervention can hinder the
building of a stable democratic system, making the stability of government dependent on power
relations within the military establishment more than on civilian political consensus.

Keywords : The phenomenon of coups detat, Dahomey, Soro Megan Abethi, Christophe Soglo,
Maurice Kouandety.
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