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Abstract

This research examines the attitude of Orientalism to the
descentofRevelation,focusing on how they appearto understand
and interpret the phenomenon of Muhammad's revelation.
The researcher begins by clarifying the linguistic and technical
meaning of revelation as a subtle and rapid communication
between Allah and His prophets. He then illustrates the various
forms ofrevelation in the prophetic message, such as truevisions,
revelation through the angel Gabriel, and direct revelation from
Allah.

Then he moves on to presenting the different Orientalist
positions on revelation, starting from the Middle Ages, which
were characterized by distortion and accusations of deception,
passing through the modern era, which tried to interpret
revelation in a material or psychological way; Some considered
it to be epileptic seizures, cases of mania, or self-intuition. The
researcher also presented the views of some the Just Orientalists
such as William Muir and Thomas Carlyle, who rejected those
claims and affirmed the truthfulness of the Prophet (peace and
blessings be upon him and his family).

The research concludes by stating that Orientalist studies
of the Qur'an and revelation were mostly driven by religious
and political motives aimed at challenging the divine source of
the Qur'an, while calling for confronting these arguments with
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sound scientific research based on accurate knowledge of the
Orientalists’ heritage and methodology.

Keywords: Orientalism, revelation, Western criticism of Islam,
the Holy Quran.
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