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Abstract:
This study presents a comparative analytical examination of the
foundations of epistemology as formulated by five of the most
influential philosophers in Western thought: Socrates. Plato,
Aristotle, René Descartes, and John Locke. It aims to trace the
development of epistemological concepts across classical and
modern periods by addressing fundamental questionsrelated to the
source, limits, and possibility of knowledge The research analyzes
the Socratic method based on dialectical inquiry, Plato’s idealist
conception linking knowledge to the realm of Forms, Aristotle’s
empirical rationalism, Descartes’ methodological skepticisim,
and Locke’s empirical theory grounded in sensory experience.
Through this analysis, the study identifies points of convergence
and divergence among these epistemological frameworks,
contributing to a deeper understanding of the conceptual and
methodological evolution of Western epistemological thought
Keywords: epistemology, theory of knowledge, Socrates, Plato,
knowledge, Aristotle, Descartes
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