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The dialectic of place and identity in "Grey Bubbles" by Jassim Atta
Al-Dulaimi: A reading of the symbolism of places
Abstract
This study examines the dialectic of place and identity in the short
story collection "Grey Bubbles" by Iraqi author Jassim Atta Al-Dulaimi. It
assumes that place in literature is not a static geographical space, but
rather a symbolic entity that contributes to shaping human awareness of
self, history, identity, and belonging.
The study is based on a semiotic-symbolical approach supported by an
analytical narrative reading that draws on the views of many who have
benefited from it, including Paul Ricoeur, Edward Said, Abdul Karim Al-
Khatibi, and others.

This analytical study reveals that place in Al-Dulaimi's stories
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constitutes the axis of both narrative and symbolic awareness, contributing
to the formulation of a fragmented identity and embodying, through its
symbolism, the dimensions of alienation, exile, and devastation in the
contemporary Iragi and Arab experience. Thus, "Grey Bubbles" becomes a
human testimony to a time when physical spaces intersect with spaces of
memory, and the wounded self embraces the ashes of the homeland in an
attempt to restore meaning from the heart of loss. The study comprises an
introduction and three chapters. The first chapter deals with "The Closed
Space and the Search for Identity," while the second chapter is titled "The
Open Space and the Anxiety of Belonging." The third chapter examines
'"The Space Between Symbol and Reality." The study concludes with a
conclusion summarizing the most important findings, and a list of sources
and references is included at the end. Keywords: Space - Identity -
Symbol - Jassim Atta Al-Dulaimi — Grey Bubbles - Belonging -

Collective Consciousness — Self.
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