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SUSCEPTIBILITY AND DAMAGE ASSESSMENT
OF SORGHUM CULTIVARSTO THE CORN
(Phalaenidae :Lepidoptera) Sesamia cretica
LED BORER

M. M. Al-Hasnawy H.H. M. Al-Karboli

ABSTRACT

Field studies were conducted at the College of Agriculture, Abu-Ghraib
Baghdad to evaluate the susceptibility of three cultivars (Inkhad, Rabih and
kafir) and hybrid money maker against theinfestation by the corn borer Sesamia
cretica to these cultivars. Results showed the senstivety of all cultivars of
sorghum to the corn borer, Sesamia cretica by a varying degrees during the
spring and fall seasons, hybrid money maker was the most tolerant to the corn
borer. Infestation rates were 33.83, 27.74, 45.40 and 18.56% and yield loss of
62.04%, 50.05%, 68.51% and 37.33% for cultivars InKhad, Rabih, Kafir and
money maker respectively. Results also indicated a significant differences in
termsof No. of larva/plant 5, 8.5, No. of tunnels plant 2.5, 6.75, No. holes plant
2.75, 6.75%, loss of plant height 10.00, 18.75% and of stem tunneled 18.39,
37.72% for hybrid money maker and cultivar Kafir respectively during the
spring seasons . Also the results indicated a significant differences in terms of
No. of larva/plant 10.67, 26.33, No. of tunnds plant 4.33, 6.33, No. holes plant
4.33 , 6.00%, loss of plant height 9.33, 19.33% and of stem tunneled 16.51,
36.37% for hybrid money maker and cultivar Kafir respectively during the fall
seasons .The role of these results, especially for the hybrid money maker in the
IPM program for the corn borer, S. cretica also discussed.
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